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PRESS RELEASE N 3
PRESENTED IN MILAN THE THIRD EDITION OF THE INTERNATIONAL PO DELTA BIRDWATCHING FAIR

The exhibition pavilions in Comacchio (Fe) from April 28th to May 1st 2006

In Ravenna the first edition of the Festival of naturalistic reportage

MILANO. Comacchio, in the heart of the Po Delta Park Emilia- Romagna, will welcome the third edition of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair, from April 28th to May 1st 2006, one of the most prestigious events on birdwatching and nature tourism. The event was introduced yesterday in Milan by the President of the Po Delta Park Emilia-Romagna Valter Zago, by the major of Comacchio, Cristina Cicognani, the responsible of the local authority for tourism from the Province of Ferrara (promoting the event together with Ravenna) Alessandro Pierotti, the Managing Director Angela Nazzaruolo  and also by the President of the Local Action Group DELTA 2000 Giancarlo Malacarne. And it was Malacarne to remind how nature nowadays represents the leading sector with a growing trend swinging between 10 and 12 % a year. Angela Nazzaruolo presented then the news 2006. 

The pavilions will house the best in birdwatching equipment such as optics and photography equipment, specialised press, travel destinations, equipment for outdoor activities, facilities to experience the real touch with nature and furnish Parks and Oasis and much more.

Important new events to favour culture and birdwatching will not be missing: First European Birdwatching Race  a competition of national teams awarding prizes to those members who will be able to recognise the highest number of birds, in what can be identified as the first Birdwatching Olympics. The preliminary is scheduled for April 29th, the latest one for May 1st. 

The International Festival of ornithological reportage will be organised in a series of rare and unusual images coming from all over the world. Ravenna will be the setting for this outstanding film Festival organised with the participation of the naturalist Francesco Petretti, prestigious collaborator from the tv broadcast Geo & Geo.

And as far as images are concerned, this year again a wide space dedicated to photography, with its specific pavilion. For the first time in Italy the images of an important International Contest of naturalistic photography will be shown, the Glanzlichter 2006, a photographic review selecting the most beautiful images about nature and animals by the best European photographers. A space also for Italian photographers with some spectacular images from the Italian Championship of Wildlife Photography 2005. For those people fond of “photographic challenge”, it will be possible to participate in the Contest of naturalistic photography Delta in Focus 2006.

The Fair will represent the background for another relevant  initiative- the “Bird.T.T. – Birdwatching Travel Trade” the demand-offer workshop. An important meeting point dedicated to Italian and foreign Tour Operators interested in getting to know the offer of the Po Delta Park area of Emilia-Romagna as well as of the Italian and foreign destinations characterised by birdwatching and nature tourism. 

The usual attention and sensitivity towards children will not be missing thanks to the environmental education labs, created on purpose for schools and families with children, together with the furnishing of an entire pavilion for leisure and didactic activities aiming at the awareness and respect towards nature in an active and dynamic way. Among these initiatives, it is good to remember the Spring Alive project, promoted by BirdLife International, involving 20 European countries and involving children and young people in the observation of some bird species and their living conditions’. To live nature and the Po Delta Park in a very different and unusual way, three important initiatives are scheduled: the first one, reserved to cyclists, is called Le Pedalate nel Delta (cycling in the Po Delta) and it includes two cycling itineraries on April 30th . For caravan tourists, on the other hand,  two gatherings in the equipped areas of Casalborsetti have been planned in collaboration with the Camper Club Italia, Portomaggiore (Fe).  Those people fond of horse back tours, will be able to join the  A cavallo nel Parco del Delta (horse back riding in the Po Delta Park) horse riding gathering, scheduled for April 29th and April 30th. 

The big exhibition village will also be housing, conferences and seminars of high scientific relevance, technical workshops, lectures, birdwatching lessons, theoretical and in-the-field photography workshops, naturalistic painting courses, videos, excursions and itineraries with the best naturalistic guides. And, moreover, evening animation with musical concerts and events throughout the Po Delta Park territory of Emilia-Romagna. 
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